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************************************************************ 
Reader's comments 
 
Gun Parts has original German 98K 8mm Mauser Rifles with laminated stocks and handguards. 
These WW II models are in good condition and retail priced at less than $125. Also from Gun 
Parts are new manufacture, fully finished walnut stocks and blued .45 finned Reising SMG M-50 
barrels 
 
Just happened to stumble across this entry at http://www.amfire.com/index.html American 
Firearms Industry  
To check the entry, go to AFI, click HOT PRODUCTS / ACCESSORIES, then just wade on down. 
 
Or, just check with Gun Parts: http://www.gunpartscorp.com 
 
Carl Anderson (candersox@aol.com) 
 
*** 
Great newsletter.  I am a collector/restorer/shooter of military Mausers.  Mostly WWI/WWII 98 
series.  Always looking for parts. 
 
I am looking for a couple of good solid walnut 98K stocks for an early S/42, Wa63.  I have tried all 
of the usual commercial sources with no luck.  Would appreciate any help you can offer. 
 
Also interested in any information concerning Army Exploitation Testing and evaluation of 
German weapons during and after WWII.  I know such activity occurred at Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds but have been unable to locate any test reports.  They don't exist in the technical 
libraries or the museum at APG.  Museum staff thought a lot of old material had been shipped to 
the Army War College but I checked there as well.  No luck. 
 
I saw your query about 11MM Mauser cases.  I reload for that caliber and shoot a M71 and M71-
84.  Very easy.  Just have to look around for the right dia. bullets.  Cases are available from the 
larger reloading supply houses like Huntington.  Bertram makes them in Australia.  They have to 
be initially sized full length.  Reloading dies are available but expensive.  You can also find 
Canadian made CCL cartridges from time to time at shows but these haven't been made for 
years and can be expensive. 
 
Thanks, 
George E. Mauser, COL, USA (mauser@pica.army.mil) 
 
*** 
 
************************************************************ 
 
 
 



Mauser Clones - The 1903 Springfield (reprinted from Edition 5, volume 1, June 1996) 
By: Ward M. Clark (WClark1046@aol.com) 
 
During the Spanish-American War, the War Department decided that the 1892 Krag-Jorgensen 
rifle and its low-velocity .30-40 cartridge stacked up poorly against the Spaniard's 1893 Mausers 
firing the 7X57mm round.  The Mausers had the advantage of being loaded by stripper clips, 
allowing a high rate of sustained fire, while the Krag rifle could only be loaded one round at a 
time.  (There was an adapter for the Krag, the Parkhurst & Warren, that allowed the use of 
stripper clips, but it was not generally issued.) 
 
The design that succeeded the Krag was, of course, the M1903 Springfield.  The first '03's fired 
the caliber .30, model of 1903 cartridge with a 220-grain bullet.  Three years later, however, the 
'03 round was modified slightly, given a slightly shorter neck, a 150-grain bullet and named the 
Cartridge, Ball, caliber .30, Model of 1906 - and thus was a legend born, although the success of 
the .30-06 is a story for another time. 
 
The '03 Springfield was not, however, a modified 98 Mauser, as the conventional wisdom states.  
War Department documents indicate that the designs of the 1903 model was influenced by three 
other designs.  Two of these were the Krag, from which the '03 got its cock-on-opening 
mechanism and 
distinctive cocking piece; and the Spanish Mauser, from which came the five-round Mauser-type 
box magazine, claw extractor and stripper clip feed.  Also mentioned in the War Department 
documents is the "old Mauser", presumed to mean the 1889 Belgian - 1891 Argentine pattern, 
which had been evaluated by the War Department before.  It's difficult to see any design 
characterisitics adapted from the 1889-1891 pattern in the '03 Springfield, but it was mentioned. 
 
What resulted, though, was an action very similar to the 98 Mauser.  The final 1903 action had a 
large, Mauser type claw extractor, a fixed ejector, a two-stage trigger, and a Mauser-style solid 
box magazine/triggerguard assembly.  The bolt stop was combined with a magazine cutoff, 
however, eliminating the distinctive large flat extractor/bolt stop housing on the left rear of the 
Mauser receiver.  The action cocked on the opening stroke of the action, and the large, knurled 
cocking piece design of the Krag was retained. 
 
The Model 1903 Short Rifle  was the original issue version of the Springfield rifle.  The pattern 
was approved as the "United States Magazine Rifle, Caliber .30, Model of 1903".  In 1918, after 
some troublesome receiver failures, the Springfield Armory and other contract manufacturers 
began a "double heat treatment" of 1903 receivers.  The improved hardening process began 
about serial number 800,000 at Springfield Armory, and serial number 285,507 at Rock island 
Arsenal.  Rock island Arsenal also made some guns with nickel steel receivers, which were 
marked NS on the receiver ring. 
 
The Model 1903 Mark 1 was designed to use the Pedersen device, an adapter that replaced the 
bolt assembly and converted the rifle to a semi-automatic firing a small .30 caliber pistol-type 
cartridge.  The Pedersen device used a rather clumsy magazine sticking out of the rifle at an 
angle to the upper right, while spent cartridge cases were ejected out a small port on the left side 
of the receiver.  The Device was intended to allow riflemen to deliver a high volume of fire while 
"advancing at the walk" across No-Man's Land - a tactic that would be considered suicidal (at 
least by this former Infantry type) today.  The end of WWI ended procurement of the Pedersen 
device, although Mark I rifles remained in service and may be identified by the legend "Mark I" 
legend below the "Model 1903" on the receiver ring, and the small ejection port cut in the left side 
of the receiver. 
 
The Model 1903A1 was a standard 1903 rifle fitted with a modified pistol-grip stock, which 
replaced the straight wrist Style S stock.  The M1903A1 was produced from 1929 through 1942. 
 
The Model 1903A3 was approved and began manufacture in 1942.  The 03A3 was designed to 



speed up production and reduce costs.  The straight grip Pattern S stock returned, along with a 
stamped trigger guard/floorplate.  A peep sight mounted on the receiver replaced the barrel 
mounted rear sight. 
 
The Model 1903A4 Sniper Rifle was a 1903A3 fitted with a pistol-grip stock and a 2.5X Telescope 
M73B1, a militarized Weaver 330C.  The M1903A4 was used as a sniper arm into the Vietnam 
years, although it had been largely replaced by the M1C Garand and the M70 Winchester by the 
late Forties. 
 
Several civilian versions of the 1903 pattern were produced.  The Model 1903 National Match 
was made specifically for military style match shooting, and was available through the Director of 
Civilian Marksmanship (DCM.)  The Model 1903 "Match Springfield" was a 1903 National Match 
model with a heavy barrel, barrel blocks for optical sights, and a headless cocking piece.  From 
1924 to 1938, Springfield produced the Model 1903 NRA Sporter, which was a National Match 
grade rifle with a half-stock (what we would now call a "Sporter" stock, a Lyman receiver sight, 
and a barrel turned down to a smaller profile.  Production of these rifles stopped in 1938 after 
complaints from sporting gun manufacturers about the U.S. Government armory producing 
sporting rifles.  The final version was the Model 1903 Style T, similar to the NRA Sporter but with 
the Match Springfield's heavy barrel and scope blocks. 
 
The Springfield actions have long been popular with custom rifle makers as well.  Col. Townsend 
Whelen carried a custom 1903 Springfield on many hunts, as did President Theodore Roosevelt. 
 
Upon examination, the 1903 Springfield's relation to the Mauser is obvious.  The rifles' reputation 
for accuracy is well-documented as well.  It has been said that of bolt-action military rifles, the 
Mauser was the best hunting rifle, the Springfield the best target rifle, and the Lee-Enfield the 
best battle rifle (due to a smooth, fast action, short bolt throw and 10-round magazine.)  Many 
National Match marksmen would agree. 
 
************************************************************ 
 
Publisher's Comments 
By:  Ward M. Clark (wclark1046@aol.com) 
  
Kind of a slow month for contributions - but with hunting seasons open, I presume a lot of the 
hunters among us are afield, and will have some great stories on their return.  In the meantime, I 
have returned the first of the “Mauser Clones” series from 1996, with a review of one of the more 
famous Mauser clones - the 1903 Springfield. 
 
Some news - the Monthly was mentioned in the October 20 issue of Shotgun News, in an article 
titled “The 98 Mauser in CyberSpace.”  We have picked quite a few new readers due to this 
article!  It’s nice to be recognized!  Kudos as well to Charlie West, whose 98k page was also 
mentioned - and on which the Monthly also appears. 
 
My elk season was cut short by a 20-foot fall into a gully and a sprained ankle - I did bring in a 
spike mule deer buck, and came face to face with a 5X5 bull who was a tad too fast for me!  At 
least there is venison in the freezer - and if anyone is wondering how fast a .338 Mag will take 
down a 120-pound spike buck, it’s pretty darned fast! 
 
Let’s get those shooting stories in for next month! 
 
Until next month -  
 
Good Shooting! 
 
- Ward 


